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Comprehensive testing of the Independence Saddle, and its effect on the horse took place on May 
28th at the Mary Anne McPhail Equine Performance Center, a state-of-the art equine sports and 
lameness facility on the campus of Michigan State University. Since the center opened in the year 
2000, incredible progress has been made, culminating in world-renowned research to benefit 
performance and soundness of equine athletes.   This presentation chronicles the collaborative
efforts of  visionary members of the staff of MSU and C.H.U.M. Therapeutic Riding to assess the 
viability of The Independence Saddle.



The Gaide Arena

The Gaide Arena, where the testing of the Independence Saddle took place, is 
the centerpiece of the McPhail Equine Performance Center. Made possible by a 
gift from Dale and Irene Gaide, the arena measures 130 feet by 70 feet and has 
a footing composed of 2 inches of a specially designed sand/rubber mixture on 
top of a packed limestone base. 
The arena can be used by clinicians at the College of Veterinary Medicine to 
evaluate horses lunging on a soft surface and also while being ridden. The 
Brown runway and the Edwards evaluation alcove run along the south side of the 
arena, making it possible to utilize the arena during equine gait analysis and 
lameness evaluation.
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